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Bridge of the s.s. « Vestfold.”
Mr. Skedsmo
and Mr. E. D. Naess.

CHAPTER |.—Outward Journey.

Sunday, I6th December, 1934.

On board the ‘‘Vikingen,”’ outward bound.

We left Cape Town at 1.30 p.m.

The first lunch on board was served at 2 p.m. In the afternoon a south-east
wind was blowing with rough sea, causing the ship to roll a great deal.

We had musical entertainment after supper consisting of classical music by
gramophone and distinctly unclassical songs by members of our party.

Monday, 17th December, 1934.
On board the ‘‘Vikingen,"’ outward bound.
BEI3S. = 202 56'E
South-South-East.
30.14.
Air 4-21.

Position at noon
Wind at noon
Barometer at noon

Thermometer at noon Sea -18.

The day was beautifully clear and sunny, with a fine, crisp air, but as the ship
was still rolling very heavily | was unable to enjoy it to the extent it deserved.

We were passing through the area where the Agulhas current meets the northern
fringes of the cold sub-Antarctic eastward current which encircles the whole earth
between Lat. 40°S. and Lat. 60°S. Due to the strife which is perpetually being fought
here between the two currents the sea is always boisterous and troubled with high
waves breaking very closely together.

At noon the temperature of the sea was 18°C. but in the afternoon it suddenly
fell to 14°C. It is not unusual in this region that ships pass through streaks of hot
and cold water in close proximity. In the colder patches there are frequently halil
or snow squalls, but we were lucky and had bright sunshine all day.

Further details of the currents in this region are given in Appendix .

In the afternoon we saw the first whale, a small fin whale spouting quite close
to the ship’s starboard bow and moving south-westward.

Tuesday, 18th December, 1934.
On board the *‘ Vikingen ' outward bound.

Position at noon
Wind at noon
Barometer at noon

38° 50'S. 24° 36’E.
West.
30.36.

Thermometer at noon Air 4+20. Sea +417.
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